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Dear Sir: 

This information disclosure statement is being filed before the mailing date of either a 
final action under § 1.113 or a notice of allowance under § 1.311, whichever occurs first. 

Attached are Forms PTO/SB/08A and 08B (formerly Form PTO-1449) listing the 

relevant art known to the applicant herein. The Examiner is requested to consider the references 

and make them of record. This application relies, under 35 U.S.C. § 120, on the earher filing 

date of prior application Serial No. 08/714,623, filed on September 16, 1996. This application 

also relies, under 35 U.S.C. § 120, on the earlier filing date of prior application Serial No. 

08/407,574 filed March 10, 1995. This application also relies, under 35 U.S.C. § 120, on the 

earlier filing date of prior application Serial No. 08/103,333 filed August 16, 1993. This 

application also relies, under 35 U.S.C. § 120, on the earlier filing date of prior application Serial 

No. 472,822 filed January 31, 1990. The following references were submitted to, and/or cited 

by, the Patent Office in the prior application(s) and, therefore, are not required to be provided in 
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CERTMCATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that the above correspondence was mailed to AssistantyCommissioner for Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 20231, as First Class mail, postage preo^, this / ^^rtf\ [ ' 200 ^ • 
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this application, except : 


U.S. 5,820,255 
U.S. 6,398,392 


Carrington et al 
Gordin et al. 


U.S. 6,340,790 


Gordin et al. 


Applicant elects the option to pay the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. sec 1.17(p) for submission 
of an information disclosure statement under § 1.97(c). A check in the amount of $180.00 is 


Authorization is hereby made to charge any additional fees required by this paper or 
credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 26-0084. A duplicate of this paper is attached. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g)), an admission that the 
information cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability, or that no other material 
information exists. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as an admission 
against interest in any manner. (Notice of January 9, 1992, tx35 O.G. 13-25, at 25.) 


enclosed. 
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